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Tabor

T, the twentieth letter in the English al-
phabet, is the voiceless point stop: the breath
is stopped by the point of the tongue. Semitic
taw, Greek ta, means 'mark.' The early form
X, a cross, is apparently connected with the
name; T is a simple modification of it.

Taaffe, Eduard Franz Joseph, Count
(1833-95), Austrian statesman, was born at
Prague. In 1867 he became minister of the
interior and the mouthpiece of the court
party. He was president of the cabinet (1868-

70).

Taal. Volcano, Central Luzon, Philip-
pines, situated in lake of same name, on Bom-
b6n I. The last eruption occurred in 1911.

Taal, the name given to the patois spoken
by the Dutch in South Africa; it may be de-
scribed as a degenerate form of the language
of the first settlers from Holland.

Tabard, a garment of rough material for-
merly worn by the poorest persons. The name
was also applied to an outer garment, loose and
sleevelesSj worn by knights above their armor.
The Tabard inn was a famous hostelry in old
London. It was from this inn that Chaucer
describes his pilgrims as setting out for the
shrine of Thomas a Bccket at Canterbury.

Tabari, Abu Ja'far Mohammed ben
Jarir at-Tabari (838-922), Persian historian,
author of a most valuable chronicle, Annales
quos scripsit al-Tabari (ed. De Goeje, 1879-92).

Tabashir, or Tabasheer, a white, siliceous
secretion found in the joints of certain bamboos
and grasses. It is used in the E, Indies as a
tonic and astringent medicine.

Tabb, John Banister (1845-1909), Ameri-
can clergyman and poet, was bom in Amelia
co., Va. He became a Roman Catholic and
was ordained priest in 1884, His sweet and
melodious lyrical verse has been collected as
Poems (1884), An Octave to Mary (1893),
Lyrics (1897), Powis Grave and Gay (1899),
and iM&f Lyrics (1906).

Tabernacle, the movable sanctuary of the
Israelites in the wilderness. It was an oblong
tent, containing the ark. The tabernacle of
Roman Catholic churches is a receptacle used
for the reservation of the eucharistic elements.

Tablature, the system of musical notation
used for the lute.

Tableaux Vivants (living pictures'), the
representation by means of living persons of
scenes from history or fiction, and of works of
painting and sculpture. Their invention is
ascribed to Madame de Genlis,

Table Mountain, or Tafelberg (3,550 ft.),
rises to the s. of Cape Town, Cape Colony.
The level nature of the strata gives it its
table-like appearance, fancifully increased
when the dense white clouds (the 'tablecloth')
hang over it, especially in summer.

Taboo, Tabu, Tambu, or Tapu (the last
being the most correct spelling), a complicated
Polynesian system of prohibitions, formulated
by the priesthood. In many instances the
dominant motive is purification; h others the
taboo is nothing more than an enactment for
preventing the extinction of a certain animal.
Among the Maoris any infringement of the
laws of taboo is believed to be followed by the
death of the transgressor at the hands of the
gods.

Taboo results also from a feeling of reverence
for the dead. The Zulus, for example, always
use descriptive names in speaking of their
dead kings* Tne actual name is tabooed
(hknipa). The many forms of taboo recog-
nized by the Jews are given in detail in the
Mosaic law. The temporary taboo laid by the
priest upon a man suspected of incipient lep~
rosy (Lev. 13) was a purely medical precau:
tion. On the other hand, the taboo laid upon a
woman who had just borne a child, the par-
ticulars of which varied according to the sex
of the child (Lev. 12), was based upon the
belief, common to many races, that childbirth
rendered a woman 'unclean.* The 'network of
prohibitions and observances' with which kings
frequently used to be surrounded owes its
origin to the fact that kings were believed to be
supernatural beings, whose every action affect-
ed the lives and welfare of their people. This
question of 'royal .taboos' is examined by Dr.
J. G, Frazer in his Golden Bough (ed. 1900).

Tabor, a small drum, usually played with
one stick, in accompaniment to the pipe, both
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